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Daniel 11 – Introductory Thoughts

§ Daniel 11 is a heavily-debated prophecy in SDA history

§ Daniel 11 is part of the final apocalyptic vision in Daniel, 
which consists of Daniel 10-12

§ Daniel 11 repeats and enlarges on Daniel’s prior visions 
(Daniel 2, 7, and 8-9), especially Daniel 8-9

§ Daniel 11 has clearer passages that confirm the historical 
empire sequence established in Daniel’s earlier visions



Daniel 2 Daniel 7 Daniel 8 Interpretation
Gold Lion ------- Babylon (605-539 BC)
Silver Bear Ram Medo-Persia (539-331 BC) 
Bronze Leopard Male Goat Greece (331-168 BC)
------- Four Heads Four Horns Four Greek Empires (323-30 BC)
Iron Fourth Beast Little Horn Imperial Rome (168 BC-AD 476)
Ten Toes Ten Horns ------- Divided Kingdoms (AD 476)
Iron/Clay Little Horn Little Horn Papal Rome (538-1798, 1798-End)
Stone Cut Judgment Sanctuary Judgment (1844-End)  
Stone Horn Judged Horn Broken 2nd Advent of Christ (Still Future) 

Daniel’s Four Apocalyptic Visions



Daniel 11 – Introductory Thoughts (cont’d)

§ Daniel 11 is full of personal pronouns (“he,” “him,” “his”)

§ In Dan. 11:1-29, these personal pronouns apply to both 
empires and specific rulers within these empires

§ In Dan. 11:30-45, these personal pronouns apply to more 
general empires and events (vs. 30-31 is transitional)

§ Central Theme – The king of the north (KON) and the 
king of the south (KOS) battle over the “Beautiful Land”







Thoughts on Dan. 11:1-4

§ Four kings will arise in Persia (future to Daniel’s day); 
the fourth king will war against the Greek Empire

§ These four kings are most likely the four Persian kings 
that arose after Cyrus the Great – (1) Cambyses (530-
522 BC), (2) False Smerdis (522 BC), (3) Darius I (522-
486 BC), and (4) Xerxes (486-465 BC)

§ The “mighty king” is Alexander the Great (336-323 BC)



Thoughts on Dan. 11:1-4 (cont’d)

§ Alexander’s Greek Empire would be divided toward the 
“four winds” of heaven (it would not go to his posterity, 
i.e. his empire did not go to his biological offspring)

§ Four of Alexander’s generals divided the Greek Empire 
into four smaller empires after the Battle of Ipsus (301 
BC) – Ptolemy, Seleucus, Cassander, and Lysimachus 

§ These empires were eventually conquered (“uprooted”) 
by another power altogether – Imperial Rome! 





Thoughts on Dan. 11:5-15

§ Vs. 5-15 describe a series of conflicts between the KON 
and the KOS

§ In this passage, the KON is Seleucid-Antiochean Syria 
and the KOS is Ptolemaic Egypt (the northern and 
southern divisions of Alexander’s former empire, located 
north and south of geographic Israel, where God’s 
covenant people were located at that point in history)

§ The KON grows stronger than the KOS (vs. 5)



Thoughts on Dan. 11:5-15 (cont’d)

§ The Seleucid-Antiochean KON also conquered Israel, 
sought to control its worship activities, and persecuted 
those who would not comply with its requirements

§ This is a KEY QUALITY of the KON – it conquers, controls, 
and persecutes God’s covenant people!

§ God is the TRUE KON in Scripture (Psa. 48:1-2; Isa. 14:12-
14; Eze. 1:4, 26-28); any other individuals or powers who 
assume His prerogatives are counterfeit KONs





Thoughts on Dan. 11:16

§ Vs. 16 describes the introduction of another empire
§ “He [another empire] who comes against him [Seleucid-

Antiochean Syria] shall do according to his own will.” 
§ The power that moved against Syria and the Glorious 

Land of Israel at that point in history was Imperial Rome
§ Acting in behalf of Rome, the Roman consul/general 

Pompey the Great ended the Seleucid-Antiochean 
dynasty in 64 BC and conquered Jerusalem in 63 BC



Thoughts on Dan. 11:16 (cont’d)

§ Because Imperial Rome conquered the Syrian dynasty 
and gained control of Israel (where God’s covenant 
people were located at that point in history), this power 
becomes the next KON in the Daniel 11 narrative

§ Imperial Rome conquered, controlled, and persecuted the 
Jewish nation, as well as the early Christian Church, and 
thus qualifies as the next KON in Daniel 11!







Thoughts on Dan. 11:20-22

§ This passage further confirms Imperial Rome as the 
empire described in this section of Daniel 11

§ The one who “imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom” 
was Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1), the first Roman emperor

§ The “vile person” who succeeded Augustus was Tiberius 
Caesar (Luke 3:1); Christ, the “Prince of the covenant,” 
was crucified (“broken”) in the year AD 31, which was 
during Tiberius’ reign (AD 12-37)





Thoughts on Dan. 11:30

§ Vs. 30 reveals a transition to next historical empire that 
arose after the demise/collapse of Imperial Rome

§ The “ships of Cyprus” can be interpreted as invading powers 
that caused the collapse of the Roman Empire (4BC 873)

§ These invading powers would “come against him,” Imperial 
Rome; “he” (Imperial Rome) would be “grieved” (collapse) 
and “return” in the form of medieval, dark-age Papal Rome!



Thoughts on Dan. 11:30 (cont’d)

§ Rome would “return” in the form of the papacy to have 
“rage against the holy covenant” – Papal Rome sought to 
persecute the faithful during the dark ages

§ This power would also “show regard” toward those who 
“forsake the holy covenant” – the papacy would show favor 
toward those who recanted their faith during this period

§ Because the papacy controlled and persecuted the faithful, 
this power is the next KON in Daniel 11!





Thoughts on Dan. 11:31

§ The "forces” were armies that fought in behalf of the papacy
§ The “sanctuary fortress” is understood to be either the city 

of Rome or the heavenly sanctuary
§ The “daily” is understood to be either paganism or Christ’s 

intercessory ministry in the heavenly sanctuary
§ The “abomination of desolation” is the papacy and its 

counterfeit system of worship (confessional, Mass, etc.)







Thoughts on Dan. 11:33, 35

§ Those who “understand” consist of the faithful who 
taught God’s Word faithfully during the dark ages

§ The faithful would be persecuted and killed (even burned 
at the stake – “by flame”) by the papacy during this period

§ This period would last until the “time of the end”; this 
arrived in the year 1798 (Dan. 12:4-9), at the conclusion 
of the 1260-year period of persecution (AD 538-1798)







Thoughts on Dan. 11:36-37

§ This “king” is the papal KON; there is no evidence in this 
passage to suggest a transference to another empire!

§ This power would exalt and magnify itself above God 
(Dan. 7:8, 20, 25; 8:25; 2 Thess. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:5-6)

§ This power would also prosper till its wrath is done; this is 
a reference to its role as a persecuting power during the 
dark ages (Dan. 7:21, 25; 8:24-25; Rev. 13:7; 17:6)



Thoughts on Dan. 11:36-37 (cont’d)

§ This power would “not regard the God of his fathers” (it 
would not worship God faithfully as the apostles did)

§ This power would also not regard the “desire of women”; 
this phrase could be a reference to the required celibacy of 
Catholic priests; since a “woman” represents a church in 
prophecy (Eph. 5:22-32; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 12:17; 19:6-9), 
this could also mean that the papacy does not accept any 
other churches as true except its own Catholic Church



Ellen White, Great Controversy, page 446

Says Daniel, of the little horn, the papacy: “He 
shall think to change times and the law.” Daniel 
7:25, R.V. And Paul styled the same power the 
“man of sin,” who was to exalt himself above 

God . . . Only by changing God’s law could the 
papacy exalt itself above God . . .”



“Report on the Eleventh of Daniel,” Ministry (March 1954): 23

The committee felt that a careful study of Daniel 11:36-39 
reveals outstanding characteristics of the Papacy and a 

remarkably clear picture of the cunning flattery and deceit of 
this power in its historical activities and its religious practices. 
These verses parallel not only the above-mentioned verses in 
Daniel 7 and 8 but also 2 Thessalonians 2:4 and Revelation 
13:5, 6. It was therefore the unanimous conclusion of the 
committee that, both historically and according to sound  



“Report on the Eleventh of Daniel,” Ministry (March 1954): 23

exegesis of the text, Daniel 11:36-39 must refer to the papal 
power, and further, that these verses are parallel to Daniel 7:24, 
25, and Daniel 8:23-25, which have always been considered by 
the Seventh-day Adventist ministry as referring to the Papacy.  



The prophecy in the eleventh of Daniel has nearly reached its 
complete fulfillment. Much of the history that has taken place 
in fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated. In the thirtieth 
verse a power is spoken of that “shall be grieved, and return, 
and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he 

do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that 
forsake the holy covenant.” [Verses 31-36 quoted.]. 

Ellen White, Manuscript Releases, 13:394



A Suggested Outline of Daniel 11:1-39

§ Dan. 11:1-2 Medo-Persia

§ Dan. 11:2-4 Greece/4 Greek Empires

§ Dan. 11:4-15 Syria (KON) vs. Egypt (KOS)

§ Dan. 11:16-30a Imperial Rome (KON)

§ Dan. 11:30b-39 Papal Rome (KON, 538-1798)


